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FIGURE 3. Aquatilavipes izumiensis ichnosp. nov. (FPDM-V43), natural cast of footprints.
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FIGURE 4. Aquatilavipes izumiensis ichnosp. nov. (FPDM-V43), photographs (I-1 to I-3), topographic images (II-1 to II-3), and topographic images with
superimposed outline drawings (III-1 to III-3). Topographic images are produced by the non-contact three-dimensional digitizer (VIVID700) and the

software (3D-Rugle), following the procedure of Arakawa et al. in this volume. All photographs and topographic images are natural casts: track no. 1,
left; track no. 2; right, track no. 3; left. All scales=10 mm.
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Uhangrichnus chuni (Yang et al., 1995), Hwangsanipes choughi
(Yang et al., 1995), and Aquatilavipes sinensis (Zhen et al.,
1995). The morphological characteristics of Koreanaornis and
A. sinensis are the separation of the proximal ends of digits II,
III, and IV, and the absence of “heel” impressions.
Jindongornipes is much larger than A. izumiensis and is
tetradactyl. Uhangrichnus and Hwangsanipes are footprints
made by web-footed birds. A. izumiensis can be clearly
distinguished from all of these Asian Cretaceous bird ichnotaxa.

Aquatilavipes izumiensis is probably a primitive taxon of
marsh-dwelling bird such as A. swiboldae and A. curriei. The
depositional environment of the track-bearing beds was along
the margin of alluvial fans, floodplains, and lagoons close to the
mouth of a river (Azuma et al., 1992). The presence of the bird
tracks suggests that the depositional environment of the track
site was covered by no more than a few centimeters of quietly
moving water, possibly at the margin of a lake. A. izumiensis
from the Tetori Group is the oldest record of the bird tracks in
eastern Asia.
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