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In Memoriam: Dr. Rinchen Barsbold

Dr. Rinchen Barsbold, an overseas visiting researcher of the Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum,
passed away on August 28, 2025. He was 89 years old. He was born in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. He
studied geology at Moscow State University from 1953 to 1959, graduating as a geologist-paleontologist.
He defended his doctoral dissertation in geological and mineralogical sciences at the USSR Academy
of Sciences in 1979.

From 1961, he served as a professor of the geology department at the National University of Mongolia.
He worked at the Institute of Biology, Mongolian Academy of Sciences from 1965. He became a
director of the Institute of Geology, Mongolian Academy of Sciences in 1988 and was elected a member
of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences in 1991. He served as director of the Paleontological Center
from 1997 to 2014. As an authority of Mongolian paleontology, He made significant contributions to
the study of dinosaurs, particularly theropod dinosaurs, and his achievements are highly regarded
worldwide.

The relationship between our museum and Dr. Barsbold began during a joint China-Mongolia-Japan
survey from 1996 to 1999, in which the Fukui Prefectural Museum (the predecessor of our museum)
participated. As the head of the Mongolian survey team, he personally led excavations at dinosaur
fossil sites. Because of this connection, he provided cooperation from the beginning of our museum's
construction, and served as a bridge between our museum and Mongolia, dedicating his efforts to the
display of Mongolian dinosaur fossils, including the two full skeletons of Tarbosaurus and Saurolophus,
which are centerpieces of our museum exhibition, as well as the egg-incubated dinosaur (Citipati)
and the fighting dinosaurs (Velociraptor vs Protoceratops). He also graced us with his presence at our
museum's opening ceremony in July 2000. Furthermore, he introduced various Mongolian dinosaur
fossils at the “Dinosaur Continent” exhibition (2007-2008), for which our museum provided special
cooperation. He also delivered a lecture at the International Dinosaur Symposium held at our museum
in March 2008.

We once again express our deepest respect for Dr. Barsbold's tireless efforts and achievements, and

offer our sincere condolences.

Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum

Director Yumiko Tanikawa
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